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May 21, 2020 

 

 

Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ, 

 

The diocese has directed Catholic churches to reopen for public Mass and be available for private prayer 

beginning May 25.  Please keep in mind that this is simply the first phase in the process of reopening; 

things will not be fully back to normal for quite awhile.  Even though churches and many businesses are 

permitted to resume operations (with safety measures), the fact remains that cases of COVID-19 in 

Georgia are still on the rise; we are not yet in a period of decline.  At the time I’m typing this, there are 

over 40,000 confirmed cases of COVID-19 in Georgia, with over 1700 resulting in death (source:  GA 

Dept. of Health).  With this in mind, people who are at risk ought not come to Mass until the situation 

improves.  Such people include: 

- Those at risk due to age or health conditions. 

- Those who are sick (for any reason, even if not having symptoms of COVID-19). 

- Those who came in contact with someone who has COVID-19 (until they have quarantined for 

14 days). 

Moreover, anyone concerned about contracting the virus need not attend Mass.  As has been the case 

for the past several weeks, Catholics in the Diocese of Savannah are temporarily excused from the 

obligation to attend Mass on Sundays and holy days of obligation.  This is called a “dispensation” and it 

has been extended until June 28, 2020 (and may be extended further). 

 

PUBLIC MASS SCHEDULE 

We will continue live-streaming all our Masses which may be viewed on the parish’s Facebook page (you 

do not need a Facebook account to do this). 

Weekday Mass – Beginning May 25: Public Mass resumes with our usual schedule: 

Monday – Thursday:  10:00 a.m. 

Saturday (Vigil Mass) – Beginning May 30:  5:00 p.m. 

Sunday – Beginning May 31:  10:30 a.m. & 5:00 p.m. 

 

CHURCH ENTRANCE 

Please use the front doors (whenever coming to church, including Mass and office visits).  The side door 

facing the parking lot will now only be used for deliveries.  This is for both security reasons and to 

reduce the traffic of people in the hallway where it is hard to practice social distancing.  Naturally, all 

church doors are always usable as emergency exits. 

 

FACEMASK & GLOVES 

Please wear a facemask if you have one.  The church has a limited supply to give to those who need 

them.  This will be first-come, first-serve, until the supply runs out.  According to the World Health 

Organization, any cloth mask can be effective (some people simply wrap a scarf around their nose and 

mouth).  The CDC recommends that facemasks not be placed on children under 2.  As a side note, 

people will not be barred entrance simply for not having a facemask.  Gloves may be worn if desired. 
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WHAT TO EXPECT WHEN ARRIVING FOR MASS 

1) An usher will take your temperature with a device that scans your forehead. 

2) An usher will spray your hands with a hydrogen peroxide solution (which kills the coronavirus).  

This solution is safe on fabrics. 

3) An usher will escort you to your seat.  The number of chairs available is now limited due to 

social distancing.  People who arrive together as a group can likewise sit together as a group. 

4) If the main church fills up, we will start using classrooms with the Mass live-streamed on 

televisions.  The seating in the classrooms will also allow social distancing and each has a special 

air purifying machine which filters air using ultraviolet light (which kills the coronavirus). 

5) If the church and all the classrooms fill up, people with cell phones can remain outside (such as 

in the rose garden) or sit in their cars and view the Mass live-streamed on their phones.  At 

communion time, a minister will come outside to the fountain area to distribute the Eucharist. 

 

RECEIVING COMMUNION 

We will distribute the Eucharist during the Mass at the usual time.  The Precious Blood is withheld until 

it is safe to make it available once again.  The clergy and Eucharistic ministers will wear masks while 

distributing communion but are not permitted to wear gloves.  Nevertheless, each minister will use 

hand sanitizer at the start of communion time.  It is recommended that people receive the Host in the 

hand but it is still permissible to receive on the tongue.  After someone receives on the tongue, the 

minister will pause and disinfect his/her hands.  If you are wearing gloves, please remove them when 

receiving the Eucharist. 

 

COME TO MASS EARLY 

People are encouraged to come to Mass early (up to an hour) to help speed the process along.   

 

AT THE END OF MASS 

To avoid people bunching up at the exits, we will dismiss the assembly one section at a time.  To reduce 

the amount of time spent in proximity to one another, please do not spend time socializing after Mass.  

We also need the church cleared so that there is time to disinfect the building before the next event.     

 

DISINFECTING THE CHURCH 

After each Mass, chairs and surfaces such as door handles, faucets, etc. will be disinfected with the 

hydrogen peroxide solution.  Classrooms, the confessional and bathrooms have air purifiers that use 

ultraviolet light to eradicate viruses (including the coronavirus), germs and bacteria.  They remove dust 

& pollen, also. 

 

HYMNALS 

The coronavirus can be spread on surfaces such as hymnals.  The hymnals in the church are now located 

on a table in the narthex.  You may claim one for your own (there is no charge).  Please put your name in 

it and take it with you.  This is the hymnal that you will personally bring back and forth to Mass (so 

please do not use a hymnal and then leave it in the church). 
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COLLECTION 

We will no longer pass the basket during Mass.  For those who are not donating online or mailing 

checks, drop boxes are now available in the narthex.  We greatly appreciate your ongoing support. 

 

PALMS 

The palms blessed on Palm Sunday have been kept in a refrigerator.  Although Palm Sunday is long over, 

many people like to keep a blessed palm in their home throughout the year.  Ushers will distribute 

palms after each Mass on May 30 & 31 for those that want one. 

 

CONFESSIONS 

Confessions resume on May 30.  Please remember that going to confession is only a necessity for those 

who have committed mortal sin (a.k.a., serious sin, grave sin).  Although God also absolves venial sins 

(a.k.a., little sins) through confession, he also does this when one engages in prayer, fasting, works of 

charity, or by participating in the Mass. 

The old confessional will no longer be used because it is too small to allow for social distancing.  

A confessional is now set up in the library room (a.k.a., the double classroom).  Please line up in the hall; 

the tape on the floor indicates proper social distancing. 

Because a larger number of people than usual may desire to go to confession on May 30, people 

may go to confession from 3:00 until 4:45 p.m.  In additional to this, two priests will be available:  Fr. 

Nick in the new confessional (in the library room, a.k.a., double classroom) and Fr. Eric in the Cry Room. 

After May 30, we will go back to the usual confession schedule of Saturdays from 4:00 – 4:45. 

 

CHURCH OFFICE  

The church office will be open to the public beginning May 26 (this Tuesday).  For safety reasons, we 

must restrict people in the secretary’s office to only one at a time.  Because of social distancing, we are 

also now restricting the inner office area (beyond the secretary’s office) to staff only.  The library room 

(a.k.a., the double classroom) will be the place where people now meet with Fr. Eric, Deacon Jim & Lyn.  

For Religious Education purposes, appointments may continue to take place in Mary Pangborn’s office 

(i.e., it is large enough to allow social distancing). 

 

Church Office Hours 

Monday – Thursday:  9:00 a.m. – Noon / 1:00 - 4:30 p.m. (except May 25, Memorial Day). 

Those desiring to come to the church on weekdays for private prayer are asked to do so within the 

normal office schedule. 

 

We hope that you are all doing well and please be assured of our prayers. 

 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Fr. Eric & the Parish Staff 

 


