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April 5, 2020 

 

 

Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ, 

 

Here is the latest update on what is happening at St. Patrick Church in light of the coronavirus pandemic.  

Please keep in mind that this information supersedes anything found in previous letters or in the parish 

bulletin.  This letter is also posted on the parish’s Facebook page ( facebook.com/stpatrickga ). 

 

In terms of the parish staff, we are all doing well, and I hope you are also.  The church and office remain 

closed to the public and this will probably continue to be the case for at least the rest of April.  

Nevertheless, staff members are on the job, mostly working from home.  The mail is still being collected 

and the phone is still being answered.  In light of all this, the church is not available for Mass, 

confessions, group meetings, or devotional gatherings until further notice.  The exception to this 

pertains to Alcoholics Anonymous who are free to continue using Saint Kevin’s Hall if they wish.  The 

parish’s Parish Council and Finance Council will conduct any necessary business via email or video 

conference. 

 

I am very grateful for your ongoing financial support of St. Patrick Church, whether by checks in the mail 

or online!  As a reminder to everyone, checks may be mailed to the parish office (St. Patrick Church 

2410 GA Hwy 127, Kathleen, GA 31047) and electronic donations are arranged by visiting the parish’s 

website at www.stpatrickga.org/home (see “Online Donations”). 

 

CONFESSIONS 

Although the church is closed for confessions (due to the importance of social distancing and the Stay at 

Home policy), Catholics have other recourses to receive grace for the forgiveness of sins.  Please see my 

letter titled, “Forgiveness of Sins Without Going to Confession with a Priest.”  It is attached to my parish 

update emails and is posted on our parish’s Facebook page. 

 

HOLY WEEK HOME DEVOTIONS 

The Diocese of Savannah recommends this webpage as a resource for activities people can do at home 

in observance of Holy Week:  https://holyweek.pastoral.center/  You can also view the various Masses 

online (see the schedule below). 

 

MASS 

Although Mass is currently closed to the public, I am livestreaming private Masses from our chapel 

which are viewed on the parish’s Facebook page ( facebook.com/stpatrickga ).  Such Masses are 

recorded and retained on the Facebook page for later viewing, although I will delete each one after a 

week.  Naturally, because Masses are closed to the public, Catholics are excused from the requirement 

to attend Mass on Sundays and holy days of obligation.  Nevertheless, each Sunday is still the Lord’s Day, 

and people are encouraged to spend some time in prayer and other devotions (such as prayer, reading 

the bible, the rosary, etc.). 

http://www.stpatrickga.org/home
https://holyweek.pastoral.center/
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HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE (LIVESTREAMED) 

 

Passion Sunday (a.k.a., Palm Sunday) Vigil:  April 4, 5:30 p.m.  People are encouraged to watch this with 

branches in their hands gathered from their own property (pine, azalea, honeysuckle, etc.).  If you 

happen to have palm branches handy then that’s good, but it doesn’t have to be palms (see Deacon’s 

Jim’s video elaboration on this topic available on the parish’s Facebook page).  Moreover, I will bless 

palms during the Mass and keep them refrigerated.  Whenever the church is open again for the public, 

people can take one home.  Although Palm Sunday will be long over by that point, there is still the 

custom of keeping a palm from Palm Sunday in a special place of reverence throughout the year.   

 

Monday through Wednesday of Holy Week (April 6-8) 

10:00 a.m.  These are the only mornings during Holy Week when a morning Mass is available. 

 

Chrism Mass (Tue., April 7, 7:00 p.m.) 

This does not take place on the church’s Facebook page.  Rather, it is livestreamed from the Cathedral of 

St. John the Baptism and can be viewed on their website (www.savannahcathedral.org ).  During this 

Mass, Bishop Hartmayer will bless the oils to be used throughout the diocese.  Priests will renew their 

holy vows although while watching the Chrism Mass from their own homes. 

 

Holy Thursday 

April 9, 7:00 p.m. There is no morning Mass today. 

 

Good Friday 

April 10, 7:00 p.m.  Day of fasting & abstaining from meat.  There is no morning Mass today. 

 

Easter Vigil 

April 11, 8:30 p.m.  Baptisms and confirmations are postponed until a later date (TBA). 

 

Easter Sunday 

April 12, 11:00 a.m.   

Easter Egg Hunt is postponed until a later date (TBA).  A special arrangement has been made with the 

Easter Bunny. 

 

After Easter 

The usual Mass schedule resumes (Mon – Thur at 10:00 a.m., Saturday Vigil Masses at 5:30 p.m.) 

although there will not be a Mass on April 13 (the first Monday of Easter Week). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.savannahcathedral.org/
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FR. ERIC IMPERSONATOR 

Once again, a criminal is impersonating me in order to scam people.  If you receive an email that is not 

from the parish’s official email account (saintpat@stpatrick.org) or from my diocesan account 

(efilmer@diosav.org) then please delete it; it’s not actually me.  Please be aware that this scammer 

often creates an email account that looks very similar to the official ones, so ignore them unless they 

perfectly match what you see above.  Text messages allegedly from me asking for “favors”, money, gift 

cards, etc. can be immediately ignored.  As a rule, if I want help from a specific individual with a financial 

matter, I will do that person the courtesy of contacting him or her directly (over the phone or in person), 

not through emails or text messages. 

 

EMERGENCY SITUATIONS 

As always, the parish’s emergency line is active.  To arrange for the Anointing of the Sick (for critical 

medical situations) or the Last Rites, or to report a death in the parish, please call 229-456-1859 and 

leave a message.  However, please be aware that, because of the pandemic, emergency rooms, 

intensive care wards, nursing homes and other medical facilities are starting to restrict the entry of any 

non-medical personnel, including priests.  Moreover, the authorities close off all access to non-medical 

personnel in cases involving (or suspected to involve) COVID-19. 

 

Please be assured of my prayers, and please keep me and the parish staff in your prayers as well.  Let us 

also continue to pray for the victims of the pandemic and for an end to this global health crisis. 

 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Fr. Eric 

 

Fr. Eric Filmer 

Pastor 

St. Patrick Church 

Kathleen, GA 

 

mailto:saintpat@stpatrick.org
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